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And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the 
Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of 
the Law of Moses that the Lord had commanded Israel. So Ezra 
the priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and 
women and all who could understand what they heard, on the 
first day of the seventh month. And he read from it facing the 
square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in 
the presence of the men and the women and those who could 
understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the 
Book of the Law. 



And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had 
made for the purpose [. . .]  And Ezra opened the book in the sight 
of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he 
opened it all the people stood. And Ezra blessed the Lord, the 
great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up 
their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the Lord 
with their faces to the ground [. . .]  the Levites, helped the people 
to understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. 
They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they 
gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
(Nehemiah 8:1 – 8)



“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with 
all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all 
the Law and the Prophets.” (Matthew 22:37 – 39) 



“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” 
(John 14:15) 

“If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father's commandments and abide in his 
love.” (John 15:10) 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: 
just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another.” 
(John 13:34) 



Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, 
and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This 
day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all 
the people wept as they heard the words of the Law. Then he said to 
them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send 
portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to 
our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your 
strength.” So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, 
for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” And all the people went 
their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great 
rejoicing, because they had understood the words that were 
declared to them. (Nehemiah 8:9 – 12) 


